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The true story musical phenomenon
that takes you behind the music of 
Frankie Valli and The Four Seasons.
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Original Cast
Recording Onwww.JerseyBoysTour.com

ON SALE SUNDAY, APRIL 14 (INTERNET ONLY)
TICKETS AVAILABLE VIA PHONE AND BOX OFFICE AT 9AM ON MONDAY, APRIL 15

HOWeveR yOu LOOk at it, CALS is on 
a roll.

As it so happens, for the past 24 years, 
CALS has been led by director Bobby Rob-
erts. He’s guided the institution through 
successful millage elections, overhauls 
of existing branches and the addition 
of new ones, all the while expanding 
programming and usage by patrons. 
Now 68 and beginning to think about 
retirement, Roberts sat down with us 
to talk about his accomplishments, 
the future of CALS and what library 
directors do on their days off.

it’s the 10th anniversary of the Arkan-
sas literary Festival. What’s being 
done to keep it relevant and help it 
continue growing?

It’s well established and has a good 
reputation, I think, among authors. It’s 

a really interesting mix—prize winners 
and finalists, New York Times best sellers, 

a wide swath of everything from poetry to 
fiction to nonfiction. Interesting stuff. I wish 
our next step would be to help get more peo-
ple from outside central Arkansas to come 

to it, get it to be a regional attraction. That 
would be good for the city and good for us.

how about the library system as a whole? 
it’s grown remarkably over the years. how 
do you keep the momentum going?

part of the reason has been that we can go 
directly to the voters for money. They know 
if they vote money for the library, it’s going 
to the library—there’s no debate about what’s 
going to happen to it. The toughest election 
we ran was the first one in 1993 because we 
had a ratty old building that didn’t have much 
use. We had a good staff but didn’t have a 
good collection. That was the “trust me” 
election. Once we built the trust, the rest 
were relatively easy. It took delivering on the 
product so people could see the value of it.

The voters have approved more money for 
library construction than they have approved 
for verizon Arena, for the county jail or for 
dickey-Stephens park. Which might tell you 
something about where people are willing to 
spend their money.

Programs, meetings, computer use and 
other nonbook services of the library have 
grown by 33 percent in the last five years. 

N THe pAST 24 yeARS, the Central Arkansas Library 
System has seen more than $100 million invested in new 
buildings and additions to the collection; grown the annual 
budget from $2.5 million to $16 million; and helped bring 

about the Arkansas Literary Festival, the Arkansas Sounds Music 
Festival and the Butler Center for Arkansas Studies Institute, just 
to name a few. The $12 million Children’s Library and Learning 
Center opened in March, and the $17 million Arcade Building—
future home of expanded programs, the Little Rock Film Festival, 
a restaurant and more—is rising in the River Market.
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Why is that, do you think?

I think because what we’re losing in the coun-
try are community gathering spaces, losing 
contact with people. The library is being seen 
more and more as a gathering space—things 
like the Cox Building, the Lit Fest, the Mu-
sic Festival. people like to get together. The 
Internet, for all its utility, doesn’t really do 
that for you. It’s a different network than the 
community network.

speaking of: Wasn’t the internet supposed 
to spell doom for libraries?

When the Internet started, everybody 
thought, “That’ll be the end of the public 
library.” The truth is, our business has gone 
up consistently since the Internet started. 
The more we’ve automated, the more people 
have come to us to use the databases and stuff 
online. They are using us for all manners and 
ways that we wouldn’t have even thought 
about before the Internet.

We’ve not had a down year in terms of 
either circulation or attendance in probably 
five years. In 2008, it was 1.8 million, and in 
2012, it was 2.2 million, up 24.5 percent. The 
encyclopedia of Arkansas has 6,000 people 
a day come to it virtually, almost as many 
as we had come to the library physically. I 
would guess our off-campus use is probably 
three times the 2012 number. If it weren’t 
for the Internet, we wouldn’t be able to do 
any of that.

You run the library system. does that mean 
you are, in fact, a librarian?

I actually have a library science degree, 
though I’ve never worked much as a librar-
ian. I was running the manuscript collection 
at uALR (the university of Arkansas at Little 
Rock) when I came down here. I didn’t even 
have a library card, but I had been in the 
building.

so, what does the library director do in his 
spare time?

I like to read. (Laughs) I just spend a lot of 
time reading. That’s really the main thing I 
do. I also have a model train empire in my 
basement that I built over the past 15 years. 
I like to work with my hands and like small 
projects. I smoked cigarettes like a chimney 
when I was in my 40s, so when I quit smok-
ing, I took all the money I spent on cigarettes 
and put it in a shoe box. At the end of the 
week, I had all this money and started buying 
model trains as a reward. If I hadn’t had any 
cigarettes in a week, I’d go buy a boxcar.


